
Innovative and evidence-based practice to protect and promote 
the emotional wellbeing of all bumps, babies and toddlers.

THE PARENT-INFANT CONFERENCE

Wednesday 29 January 2020

TIME ACTIVITY

9.00am Registration and refreshments

9.30am Welcome 
Dr Beckie Lang, CEO, Parent-Infant Foundation
Professor Peter Fonagy, CEO, Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families (AFNCCF) 
and Dr Camilla Rosan, Head of Early Years, AFNCCF

10.25am PLENARY 1: Unraveling child maltreatment: what are the prevention ingredients?
Professor Lenneke Alink, Professor of Forensic Family Studies, Leiden University

10.50am PLENARY 2: A Crying Shame: making a difference in the early years
Anne Longfield OBE, England’s Children’s Commissioner, Office of the Children’s Commissioner

10.50am Q&A and discussion: Chaired by Dr Beckie Lang, CEO, Parent-Infant Foundation

11.15am REFRESHMENTS AND DISCUSSION TIME

11.40am MOVEMENT TIME TO SESSIONS

11.50am Session 1: Innovation in early help
Chaired by Professor György Gergely 
Professor of Cognitive Science,  
Central European University 

• Working with parent and babies 
living in temporary accommodation 
Jessica James, Group Analyst 
and Consultant Parent-Infant 
Psychotherapist, AFNCCF

• Gender Diversification of the Early 
Years Workforce (GenderEYE): 
Recruiting, Supporting and 
Retaining Male Practitioners 
Dr Joann Wilkinson, Research 
Assistant, Department of 
Educational Research, Lancaster 
University

• Improving, not proving: how we 
innovated at pace and at scale 
to adapt an evidence-based early 
help programme in England  
Ailsa Swarbrick, Director, Family 
Nurse Partnership National Unit

Session 2: Integrated working with families on the 
edge of care and post-removal 
Chaired by Professor Karen Broadhurst 
Professor of Social Work, University of Lancaster 

• An integrated prebirth care pathway for high risk 
pregnant women Professor Jane Barlow, Professor 
of Evidence Based Intervention and Policy 
Evaluation, Oxford University; President, AIMH-UK 

• Implementation and Evaluation of The New 
Orleans Intervention Model: infant mental-
health approach to improve the quality of 
permanent placement decisions Dr Nicola 
Cosgrave, Consultant Clinical Psychologist, 
South London and Maudsley NHS Trust; Clinical 
Director, London Infant Family Team NSPCC & 
Dr Professor Helen Minnis, Professor of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry, Glasgow University

• A mentalization-based group treatment approach 
to address the impact of complex trauma on 
women who have experienced recurrent  
removals of children. Nicola Labuschagne, 
Consultant Clinical Psychologist, AFNCCF and 
Jennifer Savage, Pause Practitioner Lead



A collaboration of

A joint conference held by the 
Anna Freud National Centre 
for Children and Families and
the Parent-Infant Foundation.

2.00pm Session 3:  Working with the system to meet 
the needs of high-risk families 

Chaired by Chris Cuthbert  
Director of Research, Lumos 

• Minding the Baby: using parental 
reflective functioning to support high risk 
young mothers Professor Pasco Fearon, 
Chair in Developmental Psychopathology, 
University College London

• Addressing parent infant difficulties in 
perinatal mental health services  
Dr Trudi Seneviratne OBE, Consultant in 
General Adult and Perinatal Psychiatry, 
South London and Maudsley NHS  
Trust; Chair of The Perinatal Faculty, 
Royal College Psychiatrists 

• The highs and lows of embedding a 
parent-infant team in Northern Ireland: 
from the NICU to CAMHS to fostering 
services Dr Bridget Tiernan, Clinical 
Psychologist, ABCPiP 

Session 4: Translating policy into practice

Chaired by TBC

• The infant mental health policy landscape 
and what NHS England are doing to 
change it Sally Hogg, Head of Policy and 
Campaigning, Parent-Infant Foundation

• Infant Mental Health in the Scottish 
Context Dr Anne McFadyen,  
Infant Mental Health lead for the 
Perinatal Mental Health Scotland 
Managed Clinical Network

• Commissioning parent-infant mental 
health services in the UK  
Olha Homonchuk, Clarendon Scholar 
and DPhil candidate, Oxford University

3.10pm PLENARY 3: Using Video-feedback Interventions to promote the mental health of young 
children: results from a new intervention trial - Healthy start Happy start
Professor Paul Ramchandani, LEGO Professor of Play, University of Cambridge

3.30pm PLENARY 4:  What Young Children Know: Lessons Learned from Child-Parent Psychotherapy
Professor Chandra Ghosh Ippen, Associate Director of the Child Trauma Research  
Program, University of California; Director of Dissemination and Implementation,  
Child-Parent Psychotherapy

4.30pm Q&A and discussion: Chaired by Professor Peter Fonagy, CEO, AFNCCF

4.45pm DRINKS AND NETWORKING TIME

5.30pm CLOSE

3.00pm MOVEMENT TIME BACK TO THE MAIN HALL

1.00pm LUNCH AND NETWORKING TIME

1.55pm MOVEMENT TIME TO SESSIONS


